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have overborne with the monotony of mystical
reverie. Its shallow soil, while it exempted
the Athenians from invasion prompted by
cupidity, and thus gave their institutions time
to develope themselves by a spontaneous and
gradual process, bound thorn over also to
industry, and severely tasked their ingenuity.
It compelled them likewise to look on tho sea
and its islands as a part of their domain, and
thus engendered not only tho enterprise, but
the spirit of liberty which arc among the
benefits of commerce and of colonisation. An
agricultural population tends most to revere
the prescriptive in institutions, a maritime to
tempt the untried: the one attaches itsolf
chiefly to the aristocratic and tho hereditary,
the other to the popular and tho elective
principle, It is the marriage of both principles
which gives birth to order and to freedom,
and therefore which most favours that expan-
sion of moral energies, of which imaginative
and intellectual triumphs are tho flower and
the fruit.